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Quick recap 
 
During the class, Acharya Tadany provided an in-depth analysis of the Bhagavad Gita's first 
chapter, focusing on the concepts of samsara and the importance of a qualified teacher-student 
relationship. The discussion concluded with an examination of ancient warfare concepts, 
including Maharathis and warrior roles, and how these principles can be applied to analyzing 
competitive fields and understanding traditional duties within Varna Ashrama Dharma. 
 

Summar 
 
Bhagavad Gita's Purpose and Qualifications 
Acharya Tadany discussed the purpose of the first chapter of the Bhagavad Gita, which 
introduces the problem of samsara and presents it as a disease that needs a solution. He explained 
that the second goal of the chapter is to bring together the student, Arjuna, and the teacher, 
Krishna, emphasizing the importance of a qualified teacher and student for successful knowledge 
transfer. Acharya Tadany also mentioned that Vyāsācārya reviews the qualifications required by 
both the teacher and the student, highlighting the necessity of their preparation for a successful 
dialogue. 
 
Mahabharata War: Pandavas vs Kauravas 
Acharya Tadany discussed the context of the Mahabharata war, highlighting the Pandavas and 
Kauravas' decision to settle their dispute through battle after exhausting non-violent options. He 
explained the roles of key figures, including Duryodhana, the leader of the Kauravas, and Drona, 
the common guru to both sides. Duryodhana accused Drishtadyumna, the Pandavas' commander, 
of being cunning for using the military tactics taught by Drona against him. 
 
Maharathis: Ancient Warrior Legends 
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Acharya Tadany discussed the concept of Maharathis in ancient warfare, explaining that they are 
warriors capable of fighting against large armies single-handedly. He described the qualifications 
and titles given to soldiers based on their skills and experience, with Maharathis being the most 
powerful, capable of defeating 11,000 enemy soldiers alone. Acharya Tadany also mentioned 
various powerful warriors from the Pandava army, including Bhima, Arjuna, and others, 
emphasizing their strength and courage. 
 
Comparing Strengths in Competitive Fields 
Acharya Tadany discussed the concept of comparing strengths and weaknesses in competitive 
fields, similar to a war, and applied this to Duryodhana's army analysis. He explained the 
traditional duties of a Brahmana according to Varna Ashrama Dharma, which include 
performing rituals, studying and teaching the Vedas, and receiving donations. Acharya Tadany 
emphasized that Drona Acharya, as a Brahmana, violated these duties by teaching warriors, and 
suggested that modern society has followed suit by embracing such violations. 
 
Warrior Roles and Army Strategy 
Acharya Tadany discussed the roles and restrictions of warriors in a war, emphasizing that 
Drona, as a Brahmana, should not participate in fighting but can teach others. They highlighted 
the importance of knowing the prominent warriors on their side, including leaders like Drona, 
and the need to understand their relative strength compared to both armies. Acharya Tadany 
mentioned that the list of warriors would continue in the next class. 
 
 


