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Quick recap 
 
In this class meeting, Acharya Tadany discussed the Mahabharata epic, exploring various 
characters, events, and significant moments in the story, including the role of the Bhagavad Gita 
and the concept of Chiranjivi. The conversation concluded with Acharya Tadany explaining the 
importance of clear intellect and emotional detachment in the context of the Bhagavad Gita, 
emphasizing how these qualities affect decision-making and the path of dharma. 
 

Summary 
 
Mahabharata Characters and Battle Significance 
Acharya Tadany discussed the Mahabharata, focusing on characters and events from the epic. He 
explained the significance of various names, titles, and roles of warriors, including the Pandavas 
and Kauravas, and described the conch blowing as a signal of the start of battle. Acharya Tadany 
also mentioned Sañjaya narrating these events to Dhritarashtra, and discussed the impact of the 
conch sounds on Duryodhana, symbolizing his fear and pierced heart. 
 
Turning Point in Bhagavad Gītā 
Acharya Tadany discussed the significance of a turning point in the story, marked by the word 
"atha" in Sanskrit, which indicates a change in context. He explained that this change was crucial 
for the development of the narrative because the war did not start immediately, and it impacted 
the subsequent events that eventually led to the composition of the Bhagavad Gītā. Acharya 
Tadany emphasized that a single moment of hesitation by Arjuna, represented by a flash of 
thought, was pivotal in shaping the entire story and its impact on the world. 
 
Arjuna's Family and Lineage Context 
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Acharya Tadany discussed the character of Arjuna from the Mahabharata, explaining that 
Arjuna's confidence led him to want to see the faces of his opponents one last time before the 
battle, as he realized they were his relatives in a family war. Acharya Tadany clarified that the 
term "Kauravas" is technically accurate for both the Pandavas and Duryodhana's family, as they 
all belong to the same Kuru lineage, though conventionally, the Pandavas are referred to as such 
while Duryodhana's family is called the Dhartharashtras. Acharya Tadany also explained that 
Āñjanēya, the monkey god, is the father of both Arjuna and Bhima, making them brothers, and 
that Āñjanēya is represented by the monkey emblem on Arjuna's flag. 
 
Chiranjīvi and Ancient Immortal Beings 
Acharya Tadany discussed the concept of Chiranjīvi, immortal beings mentioned in Hindu texts, 
and their presence in various epochs. He explained how Āñjanēya, recognizing his brother's 
immortality, requested his blessings for victory in the Mahabharata war, which Āñjanēya granted 
by appearing on Arjuna's flag. Acharya Tadany also described Sañjaya's extraordinary ability to 
observe and report the battlefield events to Dhritarashtra, highlighting the advanced perception 
capabilities of ancient characters. 
 
Understanding Bhagavan's Infallibility 
Acharya Tadany discussed the significance of the word "acyuta" in the context of Lord Krishna, 
emphasizing his infallibility and omniscience. He explained that trusting in Bhagavan, rather 
than local institutions or governments, can lead to success, citing examples from the 
Mahabharata. Acharya Tadany also described the concept of Avatar, contrasting it with birth, 
and explained that Bhagavan takes Avatara to uplift mankind and restore their true nature. 
 
Arjuna's Strategic War Observation 
Arjuna requested to place a chariot in front of the Kaurava army to survey their opponents in the 
Mahabharata war. He expressed a desire to see the faces of those assembled to identify his 
enemies and understand the vast scope of the conflict, which involved multiple kings and their 
alliances from various regions. Arjuna emphasized his intent to observe the allies of the 
Kauravas, particularly those who had wronged the Pandavas, as the Kauravas had consistently 
sought to destroy them. 
 
Arjuna's Discrimination and Emotional Balance 
Acharya Tadany discussed the importance of Arjuna's clear intellect and lack of emotional 
attachment in the Bhagavad Gītā, emphasizing that his focus on dharma over personal 
relationships was crucial. He explained that while emotions are a wonderful gift, sentimentalism 
can cloud judgment and lead to delusion, which Arjuna had not yet experienced. Acharya 
Tadany noted that as the battle progressed, Arjuna's emotions would likely begin to replace his 
discrimination, marking the start of samsara, which they would explore in the next class. 
 


