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Quick recap 
 
The class covered strategic military discussions from the Mahābhārata, including tactical army 
positioning, character relationships, and the concept of acquiring powers through tapas śākti, 
with specific focus on Drona and Duryodhana's interactions and their strategic implications. 
 

Summar 
 
First Charter: Pandava vs Duryodhana 
Acharya Tadany discussed the context of the first charter, focusing on the comparison between 
Duryodhana's powerful army and the Pandavas' weaker force, highlighting the qualitative and 
quantitative differences. He explained that despite the Pandavas' smaller numbers, they had an 
extraordinary advantage with Bhagavān on their side. Acharya Tadany also described 
Dhritarashtra, the blind father of Duryodhana, as a symbol of human blindness due to his 
attachment and lack of discrimination towards his son's adharmic actions, despite being advised 
by Vidura. He concluded by explaining Sanjaya's special power to witness the battlefield through 
a metaphorical "television" given by Vyāsācārya, allowing him to see and hear events beyond 
direct perception. 
 
Tapas śākti and kurukṣētra Insights 
Acharya Tadany discussed the concept of acquiring powers through tapas śākti, citing examples 
from the Puranas and the Mahābhārata. He explained how Sanjaya was blessed with the power 
of Dīrghdarśanam by Vyāsācārya, allowing him to see the battlefield, while Dhritarashtra could 
only imagine what was happening. Acharya Tadany also described the significance of kurukṣētra 
as the land of Dharma, where the two opposing armies had assembled with the sole intention of 
fighting each other, which is an unfortunate circumstances. 
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Strategic Army Positioning in Mahābhārata 
Acharya Tadany discussed the tactical positioning of armies and the strategic intentions behind 
them, using historical examples to illustrate the concept. He explained how Duryodhana, a 
character from the Mahābhārata, approached his guru, Drona, to discuss the formation of the 
Pandava army, which was led by Drishtadyumna, the son of Drupada. Acharya Tadany 
highlighted Duryodhana's anger and frustration, noting his disrespectful remarks towards his 
guru and the army's leader, which were metaphorically compared to familial insults. 
 
Drona's Teachings and Drishtadyumna's purpose 
Acharya Tadany discussed the story of Drona and Drishtadyumna, highlighting how Drona 
taught his knowledge to Drishtadyumna, who was destined to use it against him. Acharya 
Tadany explained the concept of different types of puja, including Tamasa Puja, Rajasa Puja, and 
Satvika Puja, and their purposes. He emphasized the importance of teaching and responsibility in 
relationships, drawing parallels to the teachings of the Bhagavad Gita. Acharya Tadany also 
mentioned that Duryodhana was upset and used the word "Dhimata" to describe Drishtadyumna's 
cunning use of the knowledge against him. 
 
 


