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Summary 
 
Overview of the Session 
 
This philosophical discourse explores the profound concept of Māyā in Advaita Vedānta, 
focusing on verse 109 of the Vivekacūḍāmaṇi. Acharya Tadany guides students through 
Śaṅkarācārya's intricate analysis of Māyā's indescribable nature and its relationship to Brahman. 
 
Core Philosophical Analysis 
 
The Three-Fold Categorization Problem 
Śaṅkarācārya presents three fundamental questions about Māyā's relationship to Brahman: 
 
1. Is Māyā identical (abhinna) with Brahman? 
2. Is Māyā different (bhinna) from Brahman? 
3. Is Māyā both identical and different (miśram) from Brahman? 
 
The answer to all three is definitively "no" (na). This creates an intellectual paradox that points to 
Māyā's transcendental nature. 
 
The Water and Wave Analogy 
Acharya Tadany employs a powerful everyday example to illustrate the relationship: 
 
Consider water and waves. Are they identical? No - you cannot ask for "a glass of wave" when 
thirsty. Are they different? No - you cannot bring a wave without bringing water. This 
demonstrates the inexplicable relationship that defies binary categorization. 
 
The Parts vs. Partless Analysis (sāṅgam vs. anaṅgam) 
The second major analysis examines whether Māyā has parts: 

Category Sanskrit Term Problem if Applied to Māyā 
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The Assembly Line Metaphor 
Acharya Tadany uses a contemporary business analogy to explain the concept of parts: 
• Products with parts are assemblages (like robots, cars, laptops) 
• Assemblages require parts from different sources 
• Any assemblage has a beginning point 
• Products need repair/support systems 
• This creates an infinite regress problem when applied to Māyā 
 
If Māyā had parts, it would need a cause. That cause would need parts or be partless, leading to 
the same questions infinitely - a logical impossibility. 
 
Key Philosophical Principles 
 
anādi (Beginningless) Nature of Māyā 
The śāstra establishes that Māyā is anādi (without beginning). This is crucial because: 
1. If Māyā had a beginning, we could ask about its cause 
2. That cause would need analysis (with parts or without parts) 
3. This creates infinite regress (anavasthā) 
4. Therefore, Māyā must be beginningless 
 
The Three guṇas (Faculties) 
Māyā must account for three distinct universal faculties: 
 
Sattva 
Knowing faculty 
Clarity, illumination, knowledge 
 
Rajas 
Action faculty 
Activity, movement, passion 

With parts sāṅgam / sāvayavam Would make Māyā an assemblage/product with 
a beginning, contradicting its beginningless 
(anādi) nature 

Without parts anaṅgam / niravayavam / 
niṣkalam 

Cannot explain the three distinct faculties 
(guṇas) of the universe: knowing (sattva), action 
(rajas), and inertia (tamas) 

Both/Mixed miśram Mutually exclusive attributes cannot coexist 
because they oppose one another. 
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Tamas 
Inertia faculty 
Heaviness, darkness, resistance 
These three faculties exist in potential form within Māyā and manifest as the diverse universe. 
 
vilakṣaṇa (Distinct/Indescribable) 
The ultimate conclusion is that Māyā is vilakṣaṇa - distinct from all intellectual categories (that 
which is not admitting of exact definition / any state or condition which is without distinctive 
mark or for which no cause can be assigned) 
 
sat-asat-ubhaya-vilakṣaṇa (distinct from existence, non-existence, and both) 
bhinna-abhinna-ubhaya-vilakṣaṇa (distinct from difference, identical, and both) 
sāṅgam-anaṅga-miśram-vilakṣaṇa (distinct from with parts, without parts, and both) 
 
Scientific Parallels 
 
The Uncertainty Principle 
Acharya Tadany draws a fascinating parallel with modern physics: 
 
Science has developed countless theories about the universe's origin and nature. Yet the one 
principle scientists are most certain about is the "Uncertainty Principle" - the acknowledgment 
that certain aspects of reality cannot be precisely categorized or measured simultaneously. 
 
This scientific conclusion mirrors Vedāntic wisdom: the more we probe into manifestation 
(whether microscopically or macroscopically), the more we encounter the uncategorizable. 
 
Vedānta's Approach vs. Scientific Method 

Scientific Approach Vedāntic Approach 

Continuously creates theories and categories Accepts that categorization has inherent limits 

Seeks to explain through analysis Recognizes the inexplicable (anirvacanīya) 

Eventually arrives at uncertainty Begins with acceptance of mystery 

Intellectual comprehension as goal Understanding the intellectual limitations 
 
Note: Vedānta fully supports scientific research, innovation, and knowledge production. The 
point is not opposition but recognition of the state of certain scientific realities. 
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The Magic Show Analogy 
 
Acharya Tadany concludes with a vivid illustration of Māyā's nature: 
Imagine attending a magic show where: 
1. A solid, verified empty box is placed on stage 
2. The magician enters the box 
3. Suddenly appears at the theater entrance, or in the audience, or an object appears under a 

specific seat 
4. You witness it directly but cannot explain it 

 This miniature demonstration captures the essence of Māyā. The entire universe (prapañca) is 
described as: 

mahā-adbhutā - The Greatest Wonder 
mahā-indrajāla - The Grand Magical Show 

Technical Sanskrit Terms 
 

Sanskrit Transliteration Meaning 

#भ%न Bhinna Different, separate, distinct 

अ#भ%न Abhinna Not different, identical 

#म)म ् miśram Mixed, both, combination 

स,घम ् sāṅgam With parts, assemblage 

अन,गम ् anaṅga Without parts, partless 

/न0कलम ् niṣkalam Without divisions, undivided 

अना4द anādi Beginningless, without origin 

6वल8णम ् vilakṣaṇam Distinct, indescribable, unique 

अ/नव:चनीयम ् anirvacanīyam Inexplicable, indefinable 

महद?भतुम ् mahā-adbhutam Great wonder, marvelous 

BपDच prapañca Universe, manifestation, world 
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Pedagogical Insights 
 
Why Confusion is Expected 
 
Acharya Tadany explicitly states: "Is your intellect getting confused here? It should get 
confused. Then only you know we are talking about Māyā." This confusion is not a failure but a 
sign of genuine engagement with the topic. 
 
The confusion arises because: 
• The intellect naturally seeks to categorize 
• Māyā transcends all categories 
• Understanding comes not through intellectual mastery but through recognizing intellectual 

limitations 
 
The Brahma Sutras Connection 
Acharya Tadany references that these topics are elaborately discussed in the Brahma Sutras, 
where: 
 
• Various philosophical systems are analyzed 
• Cosmological theories are examined 
• The origin and manifestation of the world are discussed 
• Philosophical analysis encounters inherent problems 
 
Practical Implications 
 
Daily Experience of Māyā 
Every moment we experience Māyā through: 
• The universe itself 
• Our physical body 
• The mind-sense complex 
• All phenomena and objects 
Yet despite constant experience, we cannot intellectually comprehend or categorize it. 
 
The Vedāntic Student's Attitude 
Unlike scientists who continuously create new theories, Vedāntic students: 
• Accept that categorization won't lead to true understanding 
• Remain "happily relaxed and peaceful" 
• Focus on understanding the analogies rather than being fixed in categorization.  
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Conclusion: anirvacanīya rūpam 
 
The final teaching is encapsulated in the phrase anirvacanīya rūpam - that which is 
inexplicable, uncategorizable, and cannot be comprehended by the intellect alone. 
Māyā is: 
 
• Not identical with Brahman (cannot use terms interchangeably) 
• Not different from Brahman (cannot separate them) 
• Not both (mutually exclusive attributes) 
• Not with parts (would have a beginning) 
• Not without parts (cannot explain diversity) 
• Not a mixture (opposite attributes) 
 
Therefore, Māyā is vilakṣaṇa - undentifiable by all intellectual categories, experienced every 
moment yet forever beyond complete comprehension. This is the greatest wonder (mahā-
adbhutam) and the grand magical show (mahā-indrajāla) that is existence itself. 
 
This detailed analysis captures the profound philosophical discourse on Māyā's indescribable 
nature, combining traditional Vedāntic wisdom with contemporary analogies and scientific 
parallels to illuminate one of Advaita Vedānta's most challenging concepts. 
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