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Summary 
 
Understanding Avidyā 
 
Introduction to the Concept 
Acharya Tadany explained that this class would focus on Śaṅkarācārya's explanation of the word 
avidyā, building on the previous discussion of māyā. 
 
Two Meanings of Avidyā 
First Meaning: That which does not have independent existence 
Second Meaning: That which is negated by knowledge (vidyā) 
These two meanings are closely connected and complementary. 
 
The Desk Example - Core Teaching 
 
The Fundamental Question: 
Can a desk exist independently of the wood it's made from? 
 
 
The Logical Test: 
"If the desk could exist independently, then I could ask you: Keep the desk with you, and give 
me the wood. Can you do that? No, you cannot." 
 
 
Key Insights: 
• There is no substance called "desk" that exists independently 
• The desk is merely a name and form (nama-rupa) given to a specific structure of wood 
• The desk has only verbal existence - it's a nominal existence 
• The actual substance is wood; "desk" is just a sound produced by vocal cords and tongue 
 
 
Properties Belong to the Substance: 
• The height of the desk = the height of the wood 

https://tadany.org/en/vedanta/vivekacu%e1%b8%8dama%e1%b9%87i/


 
अदै्वत वेदान्त -        advaita vedānta                                   Acharya Tadany 
 

  
Link to vivekacūḍāmaṇi     

 
 

• The width of the desk = the width of the wood 
• The weight of the desk = the weight of the wood 
 
 
The Process of Negation Through Knowledge 
 
 
Before Inquiry: 
We think there is a substance called "desk" with its own height, weight, width, design, color, and 
shape. We treat the desk as the substance itself. 
 
 
After Inquiry (Gaining vidyā): 
We discover that there is no substance called "desk" - only wood exists as substance. The desk is 
negated by this knowledge. 
 
 
The Art of Probing: 
Once you learn to probe into the nature of things, you gain wisdom. This wisdom reveals that 
what we thought was a substance is merely a name and form, while the true substance lies 
beneath. (Acharya Tadany) 
 
 
Additional Examples Provided 
Jewelry Example 
• Bracelet, ring, earring, necklace - all are negated in the knowledge of gold 
• There is no substance called "necklace" - only gold exists as substance 
• All jewelry pieces are just names and forms given to gold 
 
 
Humorous Story: 
A mahātmā was invited to bless a new jewelry store. After the blessing ceremony, the owner 
said, "Please choose one thing from the store." The mahātmā replied, "Okay, I'll take the gold 
only." The owner had to be careful - wise people see reality differently! 
 
 
Other Examples 

Product/Effect Substance/Cause Relationship 

Building/House Bricks/Concrete Negated by knowledge of bricks 

Clothes Threads Negated by knowledge of threads 

Wave Ocean/Water Negated by knowledge of water 
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Sanskrit Terms and Concepts 
 
 
Vācārambhaṇam vikāro nāmadheyam (from Chandogya Upanishad): 
"All modifications, all effects, all products are just words (vācārambhaṇam). They are just names 
(nāmadheyam) that arise from speech." 
 
 
Key Sanskrit Terms: 
• Avidyā: That which lacks independent existence and is negated by knowledge 
• vidyā: Knowledge that reveals the true substance 
• Bādhitam: Negated, nullified 
• Svayam na vidyāte: That which cannot exist independently 
• Nāma-rūpa: Name and form (nominal existence) 
The Universal Application 
 
 
The Grand Conclusion: 
By definition, any product is avidyā because: 
1. It can be negated once you know the substance behind it 
2. It does not have independent existence 
 
 
Extending to the Entire Universe: 
• The desk is avidyā 
• The necklace is avidyā 
• The cupboard, car, apartment, buildings are avidyā 
• The planet, solar system, galaxies are avidyā 
• The entire manifestation can be negated 
• The entire universe can be negated 
• Even māyā itself is avidyā 
 
 
The Connection Between māyā and Avidyā 
Acharya Tadany emphasized the elegance of Śaṅkarācārya's teaching: 
"What is the essence of the world? māyā. And what is māyā? māyā is avidyā - because it does 
not have independent existence, and it is negated in the wake of knowledge." 
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Teaching Style and Methodology 
Practical Examples: Acharya Tadany consistently used everyday objects (desks, jewelry, 
buildings) to make abstract philosophical concepts concrete and understandable. 
Logical Reasoning: He employed the "separation test" - if something truly exists independently, 
you should be able to separate it from its substance. Since you cannot, it proves the lack of 
independent existence. 
Progressive Understanding: The teaching moved from simple examples (desk/wood) to more 
complex applications (entire universe/māyā), building understanding step by step. 
Cultural Context: He incorporated Hindi expressions ("namke waste" - just for the sake of 
name) and humorous stories to make the teaching relatable and memorable. 
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