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Summary

Core Concept: jiani (The Wise Person)

A jiiani is a person who has attained wisdom and self-knowledge. This individual operates from
a fundamentally different paradigm than ordinary people in terms of motivation, action, and
relationship with the world.

Characteristics of an jiani

e Complete Contentment: The wise person is already fulfilled and satisfied in the present
moment

o Universal Identification: Sees the self in all beings and all beings in the self

e Freedom from Projection: Does not create idealized future states or live in anticipation

o Selfless Action: Works without expectation of personal reward or recognition

Motivation for Action: Wise vs. Unwise

Unwise Person (ajiiani) Wise Person (jiiani)
e Acts from dissatisfaction and lack e Acts from fullness and contentment
e Driven by desire for fulfillment e Driven by compassion and love
e Seeks personal gain or reward e Works for welfare of others
e Projects ideal future states e Lives in the present moment
e Works to fill an inner emptiness e Works from inner completeness
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Krishna's Teaching on Work

Key Insight: Genuine work comes from fullness, not emptiness. The wise person's actions are
motivated by pure compassion rather than personal need or desire.

The Nature of Selfless Action

The jiiani performs actions without ulterior motives

Work is done for the benefit and welfare of others

There is no expectation of reward, recognition, or personal gain
Actions flow naturally from a state of inner satisfaction

The wise person does not create mental projections of ideal outcomes

MRS

The Concept of panditah

panditah refers to one who is "endowed with self-knowledge." This term carries specific
significance in the Bhagavad Gita's framework:

Only wise people can properly recognize and title others with this knowledge. The designation of
"panditah" is not self-proclaimed but recognized by those who themselves possess wisdom.

Implications of Self-Knowledge

e Recognition by the Wise: True wisdom is recognized by other wise individuals, not through
self-proclamation

e Living Wisdom: Self-knowledge manifests in how one lives and acts, not merely in
intellectual understanding

o Authentic Authority: The panditah's authority comes from direct knowledge, not from
external credentials

Practical Application

The teaching emphasizes a fundamental shift in understanding human motivation and action:

Traditional View

People work to achieve something they lack, to become someone they are not, or to reach a
future state of happiness.

Wisdom Perspective

The wise person already experiences completeness and works from that fullness to serve others
without seeking personal fulfillment.
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Key Takeaways

o Examine your own motivations for action - are they rooted in lack or fullness?
e Practice acting from compassion rather than personal need

o Cultivate present-moment awareness rather than future projections

e Recognize that true wisdom manifests in selfless service

Note: This teaching session was part of Acharya Tadany's ongoing series on the Bhagavad Gita,
focusing on the profound distinction between action motivated by desire versus action motivated
by wisdom and compassion.
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