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Al Summary — Class 37

Class Summary for Bhagavad Gita 3, by Acharya Tadany Cargnin dos Santos
Mar 27, 2025.

Questions before class

The Four Aspects of Vedanta Learning

Acharya Tadany outlined a comprehensive framework for understanding how Vedanta
knowledge is acquired, dividing the learning process into four equal components:

e Teaching (25%) - The instruction and guidance provided by the Guru

o Student's Effort (25%) - Personal study, contemplation, and practice by the student
o Interaction (25%) - Engagement with peers and gurus, discussion and clarification
e Time (25%) - The natural maturation of understanding that occurs over time

Summary

The Profound Verse from Bhagavad Gita

Acharya Tadany introduced a specific verse from the Bhagavad Gita (2.16), characterizing it as
one of the most profound and technical verses in the entire text. This verse serves as a foundation
for understanding the core philosophical distinctions in Vedanta.

Core Concepts Introduced
e atma - Real, independent existence; that which has intrinsic nature
e Anatma - Unreal, dependent existence; that which has borrowed nature
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Intrinsic Nature (svaripam / svabhavika dharma) vs

Incidental Nature (agantuka dharma)

The Heating Water Example

Acharya Tadany used a detailed practical example to illustrate these abstract concepts:
The Chain of Heat Transfer

1. Fire possesses heat as its intrinsic nature - heat is inseparable from fire

2. The vessel (pot) receives heat from fire - this is incidental/borrowed

3. Water in the vessel receives heat from the pot - also incidental/borrowed

4. Vegetables in the water receive heat from the water - again incidental/borrowed

Key Distinctions

Intrinsic Nature (svariipam / svabhavika dharma) Incidental Nature (agantuka dh:
e Permanent and unchanging e Temporary and changing
e Independent existence o Dependent/borrowed existence
e Not subject to arrival or departure e Subject to arrival, existence, and depa
o Example: Heat in fire o Example: Heat in water, vessel, veget:

The Three Phases of Incidental Properties

Acharya Tadany explained that borrowed or incidental properties go through three distinct
phases:

1. Arrival - The property comes into contact with the object

2. Existence - The property remains with the object for a period

3. Departure - The property leaves the object

Using the coffee example: hot coffee becomes warm, then cold. The heat arrives (from heating),
exists (while hot), and departs (as it cools). Fire's heat, however, never goes through these phases
- it is constant and intrinsic.
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Understanding Impermanence

Definition of Impermanence

Acharya Tadany defined impermanence as existing for a limited period of time. Every
impermanent thing has:

e A beginning point (manufacturing date, birth date)

e A period of existence

e An ending point (expiry date, death date)

The "Sometime" Concept

Impermanent things exist only sometime - specifically between their creation and destruction:
e They do not exist before their manufacturing/birth

e They do exist during their lifespan

e They do not exist after their expiry/death

The Makeup Analogy

Acharya Tadany used the analogy of makeup to illustrate borrowed existence: Just as makeup
creates temporary beauty that lasts only as long as the makeup remains in place, impermanent
things possess borrowed existence that lasts only for their limited duration. The beauty is not
intrinsic to the person but borrowed from the makeup.

Satyam and mithya - The Foundation of Vedanta

Satyam (Truth/Reality)

o Refers to permanent things

o Possesses intrinsic existence

e Independent and self-existent

e Not subject to change or destruction
o Example: The clay in a clay pot

mithya (Unreality/Dependent Reality)
o Refers to impermanent things

o Possesses borrowed existence

o Dependent on something else for existence
e Subject to change and destruction

o Example: The pot shape in a clay pot
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The Clay and Pot Example

Acharya Tadany illustrated these concepts with the classic Vedantic example:

Clay shaped into a pot:

o The clay is permanent - it existed before the pot was made, exists as the pot, and will exist
after the pot is broken. The clay has intrinsic existence (Satyam).

o The pot is impermanent - it didn't exist before being shaped, exists for a limited time, and
will cease to exist when broken. The pot has borrowed existence (mithya) - it borrows its
existence from the clay.

The Central Teaching

Core Principle of Vedanta Philosophy

Understanding the distinction between Satyam (intrinsic, permanent existence) and mithya
(borrowed, temporary existence) forms the absolute foundation of Vedanta philosophy. All other
teachings in the Vedantic tradition revolve around and build upon these two fundamental
ontological concepts. (Acharya Tadany)

Why This Matters

Acharya Tadany emphasized that grasping these two concepts is essential because:

e They provide the framework for understanding the nature of reality

e They help distinguish between what is ultimately real and what is dependently real

e They form the basis for understanding the relationship between atma (Self) and the world
o All subsequent Vedantic teachings depend on this foundational understanding

This class represents a deep dive into the ontological foundations of Vedanta, using practical
examples and clear reasoning to illuminate profound philosophical truths about the nature of
existence and reality.
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