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॥ भगव% गीता ॥ 
… Bhagavad Gītā … 
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June 10, 2026.  
 
 

Summary  
 
Bhaktiḥ (Devotion) - Levels and Understanding 
The teaching class briefly explored the multifaceted concept of Bhaktiḥ as presented in the 
Bhagavad Gītā. This topic will be thoroughly studied in the 7th chapter.. 
 
 
Lower Forms of Bhaktiḥ 
• Worship of a personal God with specific form and attributes 
• Devotion directed toward deities in particular places (temples, sacred sites) 
• Perception of the divine as separate from the devotee 
• These forms serve as important stepping stones on the spiritual path 
• While valuable, they represent limited understanding of ultimate reality 
 
 
Highest Form of Bhaktiḥ 
• Recognition that ātmā (consciousness/soul) is present everywhere and in everyone 
• Seeing the Lord in all beings and all beings in the Lord 
• Understanding that God is not confined to specific forms or locations 
• The Lord never disappears from the devotee's awareness 
• Complete inseparability between devotee and divine 
 
 
sarvatra ātmā-darśanam (Seeing the Self Everywhere) 
Acharya Tadany emphasized that achieving the highest form of Bhaktiḥ requires: 
1. Development of self-knowledge (ātmā jñana) 
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2. Understanding of ātmā jñanam (knowledge of the Self) 
3. Recognition that consciousness pervades all existence 
4. Transcendence of dualistic perception 
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Questions after class  

 
Antonina's Question and Acharya Tadany's Response 
The Apparent Paradox 
 
Antonina raised a profound philosophical question that many spiritual seekers encounter: 
 
"If everything is ultimately God, why does there appear to be a division between superior and 
inferior forms of God? Why distinguish between different levels of divinity?" 
 
 
Acharya Tadany's Explanation 
Acharya Tadany addressed this apparent contradiction by explaining the structured nature of 
spiritual education in Vedānta: 
 
The Spiritual Journey as Progressive Understanding 
1. The apparent division is pedagogical, not ontological  

o Different levels exist to guide students progressively 
o Each stage builds upon previous understanding 
o The journey moves from duality to non-duality 

 
 
1. Confusion is normal and expected  

o Questions like Antonina's indicate genuine engagement with the teachings 
o Doubt and inquiry are essential parts of the learning process 
o The path requires patience and systematic study 

 
 
1. The role of the guru is crucial  

o A competent teacher guides students through apparent contradictions 
o Proper guidance prevents misunderstanding and confusion 
o The guru helps students navigate different levels of truth 

 
 
1. Ultimate truth: Aham Brahmasmi ("I am that God")  

o This represents the culmination of spiritual understanding 
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o The realization that individual self and universal Self are identical 
o All previous distinctions dissolve in this ultimate knowledge 

 
 
The Vedāntic Teaching Methodology 
 
Structured Approach to Truth 
 
 

Stage Understanding Characteristics 

Initial Level God as separate, external entity (I 
and a located God) 

Worship of forms, rituals, temple visits 

Intermediate Level God as pervading creation (I and all-
pervasive God) 

Recognition of divine presence in nature 
and beings 

Advanced Level God as consciousness itself 
(I and God, one and the same) 

Understanding ātmā as universal principle 

Ultimate Assimilation Non-dual awareness (I am God) Complete identity: "I am That" (Tat Tvam 
Asi) 

 
 
Key Philosophical Points 
 
The Nature of Reality 
• What appears as division is actually pedagogical scaffolding 
• Different levels of understanding serve different stages of spiritual maturity 
• The ultimate truth is non-dual (Advaita) 
• All forms of worship eventually lead to the same realization 
 
 
The Relationship Between ātmā and īśvara 
 
Acharya Tadany clarified that: 
• ātmā (individual consciousness) and īśvara (cosmic consciousness) are ultimately one 
• The apparent separation exists only from the perspective of ignorance (Avidyā) 
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• Through knowledge (jñana), this false division is dissolved 
• The highest Bhaktiḥ emerges from this understanding of non-separation 
 
 
Practical Implications 
 
For the Spiritual Seeker 
1. Accept that confusion and questions are part of the journey 
2. Study systematically under qualified guidance 
3. Don't rush to the highest understanding without building proper foundation 
4. Practice seeing the divine in all beings as preparation for ultimate realization 
5. Understand that all forms of worship have their place and purpose 
 
 
The Inseparability of Devotee and Divine 
 
In the highest state of Bhaktiḥ, the devotee experiences constant awareness of the divine 
presence. The Lord never disappears from consciousness because the devotee has assimilated 
their essential identity with the divine. This is not mere belief but direct experiential knowledge. 
 
Concluding Insights 
 
The teaching session illuminated a fundamental principle of Vedāntic pedagogy: apparent 
contradictions in spiritual teachings often reflect different levels of truth appropriate to different 
stages of understanding. What seems like a division between "superior" and "inferior" forms of 
God is actually a compassionate teaching methodology that meets students where they are and 
guides them progressively toward ultimate realization. 
The journey from dualistic worship to non-dual awareness is not a rejection of earlier stages but 
a fulfillment of them. Each level of Bhaktiḥ contains seeds of the next, and all ultimately point 
toward the same truth: the essential unity of individual consciousness (ātmā) with universal 
consciousness (Brahman). 
Aham Brahmasmi - I am Brahman. This is not a statement of ego but the ultimate recognition 
of one's true nature beyond all limitations and divisions. 
 
 
 


